ON THE  KNEES  OF THE  GODS

never properly defined. 'Iraq asked that the matter be
referred to the Permanent Court of International Justice
at the Hague, a step opposed by Iran for obvious
reasons.

The present situation sees Iran happy to negotiate
until the cows come home, with 'Iraq seeking to con-
firm her legal rights. Eastern politics take a long time
to mature.

Under the treaty of Erzerum Iran has long used the
waterway unquestioned. Her navy rides in the Karun
river where it joins the Shatt at Khorram-Shahr. Although
she tacitly admits she has little to grumble at, as the law
stands, by custom she considers that her rights in these
waters have been recognized for so long that the time has
come to put them on a proper footing. She does not like
her tenure to be patently insecure, and resents the thought
that she is conducting much of her sea business at the
mercy of clraq. The case for Iran was well put by her
minister in London. He urged that she had always pro-
tested her claim for the boundary between the two states
to be in the centre of the river. Therefore she does not
propose to accede to 'Iraq's request that the matter be
referred to a court of international law.

The 'Iraqi picture is every bit as vivid. She has no
seaboard. The Shatt is her only outlet to the Persian
Gulf. Iran for hundreds of miles borders the Gulf, to no
part of which 'Iraq has ever made claim, pointing out that
her only port, Basrah, is not even upon the sea, but
thirty miles up-river; and that while the Shatt is hers
by international law she will share it with nobody,
although she has given ample proof of her readiness to
co-operate within the technical terms of navigable rights
and rules.

Iran took upon herself to prove to the League of Nations,
of which she has been a member since its inception, that
the legal position upon which 'Iraq based her case is open